
 1 

MODULE 6 – UNDERSTANDING THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN OF PARENTS 
WITH SUBSTANCE USE OR MENTAL DISORDERS 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
0-15 minutes Introductions; Purpose; Ground Rules 
 
15-40 minutes Presentation 18:  Introduction to understanding needs of children; impact of 

parental alcohol and drug use on children, pre- and postnatal 

40-60 minutes Facilitated Discussion: What is your experience with children affected by 
prenatal substance use by the mother? What physical or behavioral 
differences did you notice if you have seen such children? What is your 
experience with children growing up with substance using parents? 

60-80 minutes Presentation 19:  Impact of parental mental disorders on their children; child 
mental health and substance abuse issues, separate from their parents’ 
issues 

80-100 minutes Facilitated Discussion: How do you feel about a parent with a serious mental 
disorder having and raising children? Are your feelings affected by the type of 
disorder a parent may have? What have been your experiences with children 
growing up in this situation? 

100-115 minutes Break 

115-140 minutes Presentation 20:  Screening and assessment of children’s needs; treatment 
strategies, systems of care and youth supports; referral resources 

140-165 minutes Vignette discussion:  Discuss 1) What are the children’s needs; 2) What kind 
of help might the children need; and 3) What should the child welfare worker 
do to facilitate getting the needed help for the child? 

165-175 minutes Closing 


