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Tasks for Counselors, Workers and Judges 
 

Tasks for Counselors, Workers, and Judges 

Treatment Counselor Child Welfare Worker Dependency Court Judge 

Help parents end their denial 
and envision a positive life 
without substance use or 
mental disorder. 
 
Help parents understand how 
their substance use disorder 
has affected their lives and 
the lives of their families and 
friends. 
 
Help parents understand how 
their mental disorder has 
affected their lives and the 
lives of their families and 
friends. 

Conduct investigations to 
assess the safety of children. 
 
Identify treatable needs and 
help parents connect to 
community treatment and 
support resouorces. 
 
Conduct casework and case 
management to provide a 
nurturing environment for 
children while helping parents 
heal and develop needed 
capacities to care for their 
children.  

Assess information to make 
judicial decisions that lead to 
permanency for children who 
are in the child welfare 
system.  
 
Follow the procedures and 
timetables specified in the 
State statute and the Federal 
law (Adoption and Safe 
Families Act). 
 
Preside over a series of 
hearings that examine 
whether reasonable efforts 
have been made by the child 
welfare agency to provide 
needed services to prevent 
removal and/or to achieve 
reunification. 

 
 




