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REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP GRANTS  
GRANT PERIOD: 2017-2022 

WEST VIRGINIA REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES IMPACTED BY SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

LEAD AGENCY: Prestera Center for Mental 
Health Services, Inc. 
TARGET SERVICE AREA: Cabell, Lincoln, and 
Wayne counties, West Virginia 

LOCATION: Huntington, West Virginia 
ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES REGION: 3 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT SERVED: WV-003 

BRIEF PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: The West Virginia Regional Partnership (WVRP) improves the well-
being, safety, and permanency of children and their families involved with child welfare due to 
parental substance use. WVRP uses wraparound intensive care coordination and related services 
and supports. Wraparound ensures each family member—and the family as a whole—receive the 
unique services and supports needed to overcome trauma; recover from substance use disorder 
(SUD); and ensure safety, well-being, and permanency. The program improves confidential 
information sharing across the continuum of care, builds on current permanency services, and 
increases family therapy availability. 
TARGET POPULATION: Children 0-12 and their families residing in the target area and involved 
with the child welfare system due to parental substance use 
PROJECTED NUMBERS SERVED: 200 children over the course of the project 

MAJOR PROGRAM GOALS 
GOAL 1: Improve safety, well-being, and permanency for 200 children and families.  
GOAL 2: Increase capacity for family therapy by training community therapists and university 

students in an evidence-based therapy model. 
GOAL 3: Establish a model for effective reunification services for children affected by parental 

substance use; make system improvement recommendations to the Bureau for Children 
and Families for WV children in out-of-home placements. 

GOAL 4: Establish confidential information sharing processes between courts, the Bureau for 
Children and Families, schools, service providers, and the Bureau for Health and Health 
Facilities.   
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KEY PROGRAM SERVICES 
• Intensive/coordinated case management 
• Wraparound/intensive in-home 

comprehensive services 
• Parent-child interactive therapy 
• Psychiatric care/medication management 
• Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral 

Therapy (TF-CBT) 
• Seeking Safety 
• Medication-assisted treatment (MAT) 
• Gender-specific treatment 

• Residential/inpatient treatment (short-
term/long-term) (specialized for parents 
with children) 

• Residential treatment for pregnant and 
parenting women and their children 

• Residential treatment for women/men 
• Intensive outpatient services 
• Recovery/peer support specialists 
• Community support transition services 
• Motivational Interviewing 

PARTNER AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
• Marshall University 
• Children’s Home Society of West 

Virginia 

• WVDHHR Bureau of Children and 
Families 

• WVDHHR Bureau for Behavioral 
Health  

EVALUATION DESIGN 
Researchers at Marshall University (MU) have designed and led the grantee’s local evaluation. 
The evaluation includes two components: an impact study and an implementation study. The 
grantee will participate in the RPG cross-site evaluation studies and local evaluation of family 
and child outcomes, program implementation, and collaboration among RPG grantees and 
partners 
IMPACT STUDY DESIGN 
Marshall University planned to use a quasi-experimental design (QED) to examine the impact of 
its RPG services. Unfortunately, due to barriers, including Covid-19 restrictions, Marshall was 
unable to create a control group that would complete the cross-site assessments. Marshall did 
obtain administrative data on 75 comparative families that will be assessed for state use. The 
grantee will examine impacts in the following domains: permanency, safety, child well-being, 
family functioning, and recovery.  
Data sources include administrative data, service data, recovery data and information gathered by 
data collectors using standardized instruments identified by the cross-site and local evaluation 
(for the program group). Trained interviewers and clinicians (frontline staff) use the standardized 
instruments to collect data for the program group at three time points: 1) when families begin 
services (program entry), 2) 6 months after program entry, and 3) 12 months after program entry.  
IMPLEMENTATION STUDY DESIGN 
In the implementation study, the grantee will assess the fidelity of services to the program model, 
whether service goals are met, and how planning activities support implementation.  
Marshall will assess fidelity for wraparound through the Wraparound Fidelity Index, Short Form 
(WFI-EZ). The WFI-EZ is a measure of adherence to the primary activities of the wraparound 
process on an individual child, youth, or family basis.  
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SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGIES AND ACTIVITIES 
The West Virginia Regional Partnership will use their demonstrated track record of success from 
this project to attract sources of private and public funding. In addition, the West Virginia 
Department of Health and Human Services recognizes the potential implication for statewide 
practice, and with positive project results, will consider sustaining the work by providing 
financial and programmatic support.  

This grantee profile is supported by contract number 75S20422C00001 from the Children’s 
Bureau (CB), Administration for Children and Families (ACF), co-founded by the 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). The views, 
opinions, and content of this brief are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 

views, opinions, or policies of ACF, SAMHSA or the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS). 
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